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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 2008 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, XF, IS, US 

SUBJECT: WEST BANK SUPPORT FOR SADAT 

REF: JERUSALEM 2007 

SUMMARY EVENTS OF LAST 12 DAYS HAVE RESULTED IN SUBSTANTIAL 
POPULAR WEST BANK SUPPORT FOR SADAT’S INITATIVES. ALTHOUGH 
SUPPORT TENDS TO BE STRONGER AMONG ARAB CHRISTIANS, INITIAL 
ANXIETIES OF MUSLIMS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN QUIETED BY SADAT'S 
TOUGH KNESSET SPEECH. THIS SITUATION POSES PROBLEM FOR 
NATIONALISTIC, PRO-PLO MAYORS. END SUMMARY 

1 . AS WE HAVE REPORTED, CERTAIN WEST BANK NOTABLES AND 
MODERATES SUCH AS HIKMAT AL-MASRI AND ELIAS FREIJ OPENLY 
SUPPORT SADAT. BASED ON OUR SOUNDINGS THUS FAR, WE BELIEVE 
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THIS SENTIMENT IS SHARED BY MAJORITY OF WEST BANKERS. 

PRESENT SITUATION POSES PROBLEM FOR NATIONALISTIC MAYORS 
SINCE THEIR CONSTITUENTS ARE NOW OUT IN FRONT. WHILE 
EXPRESSING MILD RESERVATIONS OVER SADAT'S INITIATIVES AND 
OPPOSITION TO THE IDEA OF WEST BANK ATTENDANCE AT CAIRO, 

HEBRON'S QAWASIMI NEVERTHELESS GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT HE WSIHES 
WEST BANKERS SOMEHOW COULD HAVE A ROLE. 
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2. RAM ALT, AH'S FIERY KARIM KHALLAF ADMITS PUBLIC SUPPORT 
OF SADAT BUT PROPHESIZES PENDULUM WILT. RAPIDLY SWING IN 
PLO'S FAVOR WHEN IT CLEAR (ACCORDING TO HIM) BEGIN UNPREPARED 
COMPROMISE ON WEST BANK. KHALLAF APPARENTLY FAILED HAVE ANTI-US 
LANGUAGE INSERTED IN MAYORS' STATEMENT ON SADAT VIST TO BE 
ISSUED SHORTLY (SEE SEPTEL). 

3. WE ARE TOLD THAT DURING NOVEMBER 26 MEETING AT BIR 
ZEIT UNIVERSITY DURING WHICH MAYORS AND OTHERS DISCUSSED 
WHAT POSITION TO TAKE ON SADAT'S INITIATIVES, EVEN NORMALLY 
ARDENTLY PRO-PLO STUDENT BODY SPLIT WITH SOME OF THE 
ACTIVITISTS SAYING THAT SADAT SHOULD BE GIVEN A CHANCE. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY REPORT (CAIRO 19856) 

THAT MANY SYRIANS, UNLIKE GOVERNMENT, HAVE FAVORABLE ATTITUDE 
TOWARD SADAT'S INITIATIVES. WE WONDER IF CARIO REPORT ACCURATE, 
AND IF SO, WHETHER THIS MIGHT NOT ALSO BE TRUE IN JORDAN AND 
LEBANON, AS SEEMS TO BE THE CASE IN THE WEST BANK. 
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